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Penny Von Eschen is professor of history and american culture at the University of Michigan. She
received her Ph.D. in history at Columbia University in 1994.Von Eschen's primary research
interests include transnational cultural and political dynamics, race, gender, and empire, and the
political culture of United States imperialism.
She is author of Satchmo Blows up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War (Harvard
University Press, 2004) and Race against Empire: Black Americans and Anticolonialism, 1937-
1957 (Cornell University Press, 1997). Her academic work has also appeared in edited collections
such as American Studies: An Anthology (Blackwell Press, 2009) and Contested Democracy:
Freedom, Race, and Power in American History (Columbia University Press, 2007). 
Abstract
The lecture will examine the stakes of U.S. policy makers and cultural producers' national and
global discourses about the Cold War. Von Eschen argues that a conservative narrative about the
Cold War was consolidated in the 1999-2000 George W. Bush campaign, and that this account of the Cold War fundamentally
shaped American responses to the terror attacks of September 11, 2001. This narrative enabled the simultaneous exponential
extension and privatization of government security and surveillance under the fears of terrorism and of an extended siege by an
enemy.
Triumphalist and nostalgic views of the Cold War were not simply top down inventions of politicians, academics, and pundits. To
understand the development and deployment of Cold War stories, we must exit the realm of formal politics and ask how and why
conservative stories about the Cold War gained traction within a broader public. The lecture investigates the stakes involved in
Cold War memory and nostalgia through readings of multiple media representations of the past within intersecting sites of politics,
journalism, and popular culture.
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